
Travelling images: recycling, remixing and transforming visual content 
 
Visual content, including photographs, film and television programmes travel across 
borders reaching audiences in many different world regions. This phenomenon 
became particularly visible in the 1970s with content produced in the US, leading 
Oliver Boyd-Barrett to use term “media imperialism” to describe the imbalanced 
relationship between the countries that mostly exported and those that mostly 
imported media content. Later on, authors such as Noam Chomsky and Robert 
McChesney denounced what they considered to be the US strategy to impose their 
cultural values through media products. However, instead of a homogenous 
response, audiences in different contexts deal differently with the same images and 
other visual materials that are made available worldwide. This has created the need 
for media companies to remix and transform content, adapting it to several cultural 
contexts in a process described as media hybridization.  
 
Besides the media, audiences have also been active in remixing, combining, 
sampling, and in creating mashups. These practices give form to what Henry Jenkins 
has proposed as “participatory culture”. Participation has been a buzzword for 
institutions and businesses in general in the attempt to construct a more meaningful 
and engaging dialogue with their publics but it also demands more of the individuals, 
of their skills and critical thinking. As new digital tools and platforms enable a more 
active and creative outlet, it also provides new forms of resistance and appropriation 
that challenge the institutional framework in terms of copyright protection and 
content monetization.      
 
Departing from this framework, this master class will start by discussing case studies 
on visual content that have been adapted, transformed and remixed in different 
geographical and cultural settings. In the second part of the session students will be 
asked to apply the concepts discussed in class to analyze cases of visual materials 
remix and recycling in the own countries. It is therefore intended that this master 
class will comprise a lecture and a student led hands-on workshop.  
 
 


